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Med., 1975, 116 The mechanism(s) by which an antigenically foreign fetus survives in the pregnant uterus has been studied by many authors and different hypotheses have been proposed (Beer and Billingham 1971) . Although the immunological implica tions of mitogen reactivity are not entirely clear, when the immunosuppressive effect of sera derived from pregnant women and cancer patients was examined on PHA-induced blastformation of human lymphocytes, inhibitory effect of pregnant serum was shown to depend consistently upon when or in which trimester the serum was drawn. 
MATERIALS AND METHODS

DISCUSSION
Mother and child are genetically different, and the fetus could be looked upon as allograft. The reason why this allograft is accepted is the main concern of our research. A depression of the immune reactivity by a factor or factors in the serum of pregnant women here demonstrated was shown by Kasakura (1971), Leikin serum was more inhibitory than the third trimester serum . The difference, however, is probably not due to the different assay system . Rather a more critical approach to characterize each principle contained in the second and third trimester serum should be necessary. In fact, the second trimester serum contained an inhibitor on the growth of Raji cells, whereas the third trimester serum did not (unpublished data). This is in support of the idea that these 2 sera should contain different immunosuppressive principles.
